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In the Time of the Butterflies by Julia Alvarez 

As the last English class of the Middle Years Program, English 2 will focus on connecting 

with our reading on a personal, national, and global level. We will explore the hidden 

systems in our world and discover ways to combat injustice. With that in mind, this 

summer we will begin English 2 by reading and responding to Julia Alvarez’s In the Time of 

the Butterflies. This remarkable historical novel uses multiple perspectives and a variety of 

written forms to infuse vibrancy into the courageous true story of the Mirabal sisters. 

 

Part 1: Before Reading 

Historical Investigation- Write a short article about Rafael Trujillo and his reign as the 

Dominican dictator. You will need to read from a variety of sources to prepare, so quote at 

least three sources in your article. 

 

Part 2: During Reading 

Reflective Reading Journal- You will keep and submit a reflective reading journal with at 

least ten entries (about a paragraph each). Your writing will show evidence that you 

thoughtfully read, so include questions you have about the text, predictions, favorite 

moments/dialogue, personal connections, criticism, etc. 

 

Part 3: After Reading  

Essay- Choose one of the following three prompts and construct a formal essay supported 

with textual evidence. 

 Further examine the theme of courage in the novel. While Minerva Mirabal may be 

considered more outwardly brave, how is each sister courageous in her own way? 

 

 The portions of the book written from Patria Mirabal's point of view deal with 

religious themes and include many biblical allusions. How does Patria develop from 

an idealistic young Catholic girl to a woman who doubts? When does this change 

occur? Can it be argued that her faith is stronger in the end, even though she has 

some serious religious doubts? 

 



 

 Why might Alvarez have chosen not to write from the point of view of any of the 

men? For this essay, explore two of the male characters—whether Señor Mirabal or 

the Mirabal sisters' husbands—and discover how important they are to the 

underground rebellion. 

 

 

For your essay, adhere to the following guidelines:  

o Format- Typed, double spaced, 12 pt font Times New Roman, 1” margins 

o Structure- Introductory paragraph (hook, bridge, thesis statement), Body 

paragraphs (state, support, explain), and Conclusion (reinforce thesis and persuade) 
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The Secret Life of Bees by Sue Monk Kidd 

As the last English class of the Middle Years Program, English 2 will focus on connecting 

with our reading on a personal, national, and global level. We will explore the hidden 

systems in our world and discover ways to combat injustice. With that in mind, this 

summer we will begin English 2 by reading and responding to Sue Monk Kidd’s The Secret 

Life of Bees. This mystical work of historical fiction takes the reader to the segregated South 

during the1960s and teaches that community can be a force for good. 

 

Part 1: Before Reading 

Historical Investigation- Write a short article about The Civil Rights Act of 1964, what it 

was, how it came to be, and how America responded to it. You’ll need to read from a variety 

of sources to prepare, so quote at least three sources in your article. 

 

Part 2: During Reading 

Reflective Reading Journal- You will keep and submit a reflective reading journal with at 

least ten entries (about a paragraph each). Your writing will show evidence that you 

thoughtfully read, so include questions you have about the text, predictions, favorite 

moments/dialogue, personal connections, criticism, etc. 

 

Part 3: After Reading  

Essay- Choose one of the following three prompts and construct a formal essay supported 

with textual evidence. 

 How does Lily's idea of a mother change throughout the novel? 

 

 

 Why is the book is called The Secret Life of Bees? 

 

 

 How does Lily's relationship with Zach expand her understanding of herself and of 

society? 

 



For your essay, adhere to the following guidelines:  

o Format- Typed, double spaced, 12 pt font Times New Roman, 1” margins 

o Structure- Introductory paragraph (hook, bridge, thesis statement), Body 

paragraphs (state, support, explain), and Conclusion (reinforce thesis and persuade) 

 


